
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Call for Council Member Applicants 
AAO Council on Scientific Affairs 

 
PCSO is looking for a representative to join the AAO Council on Scientific Affairs (COSA). The term 
would begin in June, 2027 and expire in May, 2029. At that time, the representative would be eligible 
for re-appointment for two additional two-year terms. All interested members are encouraged to apply. 

 
COSA serves to: 

• encourage and sponsor the advancement of orthodontic research and recommend such 
awards for achievement in the field of orthodontic research as established by the AAO;  

• organize and maintain a research section at the AAO annual session; 

• manage AAO research awards (Milo Hellman Research Award, Harry Sicher Research Award, 
and Thomas M. Graber Award of Special Merit) and evaluate submissions (October 1 to 
middle of December; usually 12 pages of text and several pages of tables, graphs, and 
references); 

• moderate Hellman, Sicher, and Graber lectures and Oral Research presentations; 

• judge Table Clinics and Dr. William R. Proffitt AAO Resident Scholar Award program, 
determine the Joseph E. Johnson Clinical Award (for Table Clinics); 

• review Oral Research, Table Clinic, or E-Poster applications (online between October 16 and 
middle of December); 

• maintain Evidence Based Orthodontic Research and Bisphosphonate (resource centers found 
on the AAO Library webpage); and 

• provide comments on draft documents being created by the AAO, ADA, and other dental 
specialties. 

 
The ideal council representative: 

• is interested in the work of the council and perhaps possess expertise in it; 
• is a critical thinker with the ability to think strategically about the long-term; 
• is comfortable working within a team that shares a vision and collaborates effectively; 
• considers different needs, interests, and perspectives of team members and peers; 
• maintains outside relationships that can enhance your service to the AAO; 
• demonstrates an understanding of the AAO mission, vision, and strategic plan and has the 

ability and desire to guide the organization in the future through this shared vision; 
• is willing to advise the AAO Board of Trustees; and 
• is comfortable with technology such as file sharing programs, email, text, video conferencing, 

and other electronic communication tools. 
 
The council representative should be: 

• available to attend two meetings per year --- one via Zoom in January and the other during the 
AAO Annual Session (expenses reimbursed by AAO); 

• available to attend the WOCON Annual Session each year to serve as a scientific posterboard 
review judge (comp registration, airfare, 2 nights hotel reimbursed by PCSO); 



• available to participate in occasional evening and/or daytime conference calls and ongoing 
subcommittee work through online communication; and 

• willing to receive routine feedback from leadership and report on performance to PCSO. 
 
If interested, send current CV along and letter of interest documenting any relevant expertise 
no later than October 15, 2026 to: 
 
 Callie Castro, MBA, CAE 
 PCSO Executive Director 
 ccastro@pcsortho.org  
 
Zoom screening interviews will take place on the evening of November 19, 2026 for all applicants. 
Finalists for the COSA position will be invited to interview in person with the PCSO Board of Directors 
on March 7, 2027 at the PCSO Ad Interim Meeting for final selection.  
 
You are encouraged to contact the PCSO COSA representative to inquire about the council and its 
responsibilities, Dr. Burcu Bayirli / (734) 846-1885. You may also contact Ms. Castro.  
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